Our new IP-based communications systems and forms – the Internet, digital media, pervasive wireless networks and embedded communicating microprocessors – are not only changing our ways of seeing the world, they have pushed us, like it or not, into a new psychic environment of [what Marc Pesce calls] hyper-connectivity. Our nervous system has not only been “outered” as McLuhan warned us, but it has been evolving into its next stage of development. Social networks, Twitters, geospatial mashups and reveal-all blogs, are the rehearsal halls in silicon and copper and light and magnetism, for the distributed human intelligence predicted by such sages as Teilhard de Chardin and Sri Aurobindo. In this new networked domain: 

· All persons and objects have a voice 

· All things can be found, and all that was hidden will be seen 

· All are connected, at multiple levels of coded reality; and
· What is real depends on how we interpret or manipulate these codes.

With our psychic barriers down, we have been booted into what mystics have called the etheric realms: a domain of thought-forms, tricksters and jinns, angels and guides. Without proper tools and spiritual preparation, this place can be an endless hall of mirrors, trapping us in the morass of our electronically magnified addictions and fears. Pushed into the Infosphere -- all of our secrets revealed, our every thought accessible, connected to the planet’s very intelligence -- we must draw upon the deep wisdom of the protector archetypes as we embark on our cyber-shamanic initiation: the Warrior/Huntress (establishing boundaries, expressing power), the Lover/Mother (establishing clean connections, building online community), the Magician/Shaman/Witch (able to discern shadow from light, create simulations and recognize the larger patterns), and the Elder/Crone/King (able to hold both virtual and concrete identities, able to not only see, but change the codes, and heal the web). 
In this evening discussion we will explore from a spiritual perspective these core archetypes and how they relate to our communications behaviors – both electronic and personal. We will share our experiences in the following realms:

1. Boundaries and the Other: Who Am I, Where Am I? [How do we express the need for acknowledgement of self as expressed in Caller-ID, Texting and SMS, ringtones, and MySpace?]

2. Relationships and Nourishment: Negotiating Connection with Others [What is the quality of our connections to internet chats, internet sex and gambling, online support communities, etc.?]

3. Showing My Face(s): Finding My Voice, Expressing My Power [How do we express identity, from aliases and avatars, gaming behaviors, blogging identities, online political organizing?]

4. Building Community: Compassion versus Codependence, Who can visit My Space? [How do we define our “tribe” and its relations with the “others” online, via video journalism, social networks, and alternative worlds?] 

5. Living in the Matrix: Confronting the Long Zoom to the Astral [How do we remain “authentic” when traversing Indra’s Web – the world of videogames, Pervasive Computing and immersive data clouds?]

6. Capturing the Gift or Becoming the Demon: Can We Live in the Infosphere Without Abandoning the Embodied Ecosphere? [Is networked consciousness antithetical to living in the body in the here and now presence? Is Twitter a precursor to telepathy, or just global brain chatter? Can Flash Mobs and Meet-Ups bring us back to joyous appreciation of being on the planet together, or are they empty spectacle?] 

